
In the middle of October, we launched a 5-week 
construction skills class on Saturday mornings from  
8 a.m.—12 noon. We had 3 volunteer men, Rick, Dwan 

and Tom who ran the class and who promptly turned it into a 9-week class because 
they wanted to keep teaching and hey, the men who wanted to learn kept showing 
up! Only Christmas itself stopped them. They simulated a real work experience with 
accountability, punctuality and consistent attendance, and it was a hit! Unemployed 
men from our community learned some great skills including window installation, 
framing, how to use tools, painting and so much more. The end result? All men are 
working construction or in school. Two are electrical apprentices! We plan to offer  
the class again in March.
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Need LISTS

CONSTRUCTION
We could sit on our laurels and rejoice that our Ministry 
Center and offices are done, that our 44-unit apartment 
building is done (tenants moving in now), and that we 
finished three homes in 2017. Or we could get busy 
rehabbing more homes, 10 presently, using our own 
construction company, CDC Construction, and employing men 
in our community to do all the demo work, framing, and more. We chose the latter. 
Rick is a tough boss (not really) who manages the work and keeps everyone on 
task with the goal of complete houses so that they can be occupied. This is a new 
model for us, renovating at this scale using community based labor and not hiring 
an outside general contractor, but thanks to a visionary board member and various 
private funders we are able to develop this model and realize a dream. Some of 
the men from the Construction class are now on this crew too.

Help us stock our  

KITCHEN

Help us stock our  

PARENT PANTRY

Help us help those  

WHO DO NOT HAVE

• Utensils: serving 
spoons, slotted 
spoons, ladles, 
tongs, spatulas,

• Can opener
• Bottle opener
• Kitchen towels
• Oven mitts
• Cleaning supplies
• Pots & pans

• Diapers

• Pull ups

• Undershirts

• Deodorant

• Wash cloths

• Toothpaste

• Casserole 
dishes

• Bakeware: 
cake pans, 
cookie sheets

• Mixing bowls
• Serving 

bowls
• Storage 

containers

• Onesies

• Baby wipes

• Toothbrushes

• Soap – bars

Construction SKILLS CLASS



EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

Letter From the

Dear Friends: 

We just came out of a big chill as winter 
rushed in with a vengeance. Heaving 
cement, frozen locks, broken gates, dead 
batteries, frozen pipes – all challenges of 
the season that we have experienced. A 
broken sprinklerhead causes water to start 
gushing in our community center at 4 a.m. 
and fill our first floor hallways and offices 
with thousands of gallons of cold water. Not 
the funnest way to start the new year, but 
God is still on the throne and we press on.

As we trudge through the winter, we 
look forward to a great year where we 
can enhance the quality of life and self-
sufficiency of members of our community 
from a faith based perspective and thereby 
make a significant contribution to reducing 
poverty and building the kingdom. How 
does CDC do that? Well, we are committed 
to raising up community leaders who will 
carry the torch in education and early 
childhood development, in evangelism, in 
employment and financial empowerment, 
in health, in community stabilization 
through housing and business development. 
And as you can imagine, it doesn’t happen 
overnight, but with steadfastness, it does 
happen. It does happen sometimes with 
partnerships too, and we are getting closer 
to having a medical clinic in our building 
(more of that when it’s official). And, we will 
also have the Accounting Aid Society move 
into our building mid-January through tax 
season to provide free tax filing services to 
low income families.

I hope as you read through the newsletter 
that you rejoice with us in the good news, 
but also recognize the needs we have both 
material and financial and decide whether 
you can help in some way. We value our 
relationship with you and pray that it  
grows deeper.

Grateful, 

Lisa J

FUNDERS!
Thank You

• NIKE

• Blue Cross Blue Shield

• Comerica Bank

• JP Morgan Chase Foundation

• Rock Ventures

• New Economy Initiative (NEI)

What seems like ancient 
history now was such a 
refreshing and great time of 
learning for all of our staff. 
The Christian Community 
Development Conference 
hosts a yearly conference, 
and in 2017, Detroit was 
the host of that conference. 
Several CDC staff held 
leadership positions in the 
planning of the conference 
(a big shout out to Tony McDuffy) and our Executive Director served as 
the co-chair for it. A whopping 3,000 people attended the three-day 
event which included workshops, plenary sessions, go & see’s (viewing 
ministries in action), and down time to mingle and meet with other 
practitioners across the country. The theme was Resilience— the ability 
to bounce back from life and ministry’s extraordinary challenges and 
keep going to rebuild our neighborhoods. That is certainly a theme for 
our city and for Central Detroit Christian CDC.

JENNI
In December Jenni emailed and said she heard 
about us at the CCDA conference and wanted 
to come for a month and work with us in our 
programs to glean information for a ministry 
she volunteers with in California. It’s an email 
so you really don’t know if this person, Jenni, 
is crazy or not. Who leaves sunny and warm 

Los Angeles, California, to come to Detroit, Michigan for the month of 
January? With so much needing to be done we said yes to this person 
with a Master’s degree in Neuro Science from Stanford University, and 
opened our doors to her visit. So glad we did! Jenni is Chinese and the 
daughter of the founding pastor of Oakland Chinese Church so she 
came from here. She never complained when the temperature dipped 
to negative numbers and never said that she wished she was back 
in California. Instead she dug in and painted, did research, created 
beautiful flow charts, interviewed staff, visited families, attended 
meetings and enjoyed her time with us almost as much as we enjoyed 
hosting her. God sometimes surprises us with angels.

In the 4th quarter of 2017, CDC received 
the following grant awards and donations:

We are thankful for these vital donations to our work.

• DESC (Detroit Employment 
Security Commission)

• Citizens Bank

• Year End donations from 
dozens of individuals

• Delta Airlines (in kind)



Christmas

At the same time, City Light, one of our long 
time partners, coordinates an effort to provide 
Christmas for some of our high needs families in 
crisis. This year they lavished 11 families with gifts 
ranging from beds and couches to refrigerators, 
dishes, bedding, coats, food, and so much more. 
On behalf of all the families who were loved we 
say THANK YOU for doing all that you did for the 
least of these.

Donor Information (please print or type)

Name ____________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________________________________

Email  ____________________________________________________________________

1550 Taylor | Detroit, MI 48206
Phone: 313-873-0064 | Fax: 313-873-0063
www.detcdc.orgYES! I want to give my support to CENTRAL DETROIT 

CHRISTIAN CDC with my TAX-DEDUCTIBLE gift.

Pledge FORM

Pledge Information (please print or type)

I (we) pledge a total of $____________________ to be paid:  
 now   monthly   quarterly   yearly.

I (we) plan to make this contribution in the form of: 
 cash   check   credit card   other. 

Credit Card Type | Exp. Date ________________________________

Credit Card Number _______________________________________

Authorized Signature ______________________________________

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! We look forward to 
December as we get to spread joy and Christmas cheer to so 

many. Our staff/board Christmas party was a great time to 
reflect on the past year and give thanks to God for all that He 

has done and do all of this in our new building.

Our Pride for Parents Christmas store was a BLAST! 
We had donors rise to the occasion like never 
before—it was awesome to see God provide that way. 
If you volunteered, you got to see the happy faces 
of parents and feel their excitement. We serviced  
a hundred families over 3 days which meant that 
over 500 kids got Christmas gifts from their parents 
through the Christmas store. The Pride for Parents 
Christmas store collects NEW items or money from 
our generous friends. We then set up a mock store 
and price these items in the $1-$5 range depending 
on their original cost. Parents then get to shop for items for their 
kids and get the joy and pride of giving their children gifts from them. 
We are thankful for the following donors who helped make it all possible: 
Grace Chapel, Trinity Presbyterian, Ward Presbyterian, Oak Pointe, Troy Chapel, 
Genesis the Church, Highland Park Baptist, Calvary Baptist of Canton, Cru Grad 
students in Ann Arbor, JP Morgan Chase Foundation, The Detroit Church, Fair 
Haven Assembly of God, Northridge, various women’s groups and individuals.

Emma Johanon 
and Sarah 

Johnson, CDC 
accountant, 

share a laugh 
over cookies.

5 Santas 
drop gifts 

for a family.
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CDC IN 2017
Fun Facts about

• 77.5% of teens in READY program got jobs upon  
completion of the program

• 480 families were engaged in Financial Education classes, 
Home Buyer Education and Home Preservation classes

• Fit & Fold Laundromat customers did over 25,000 loads of wash!
• Peaches & Greens sold 10,333 bananas this past year—still our 

most popular fruit!
• Got a new (used) bus right on time for our fall programs and a 

church donated a van to us also
• We finished the conversion of our aquaponics system and  

now have catfish who love to eat worms!
• Finished 46 units of housing and have completed with  

our Community Center/office

AMAZON?

Are you buying  
something on

If so, do that through our 
portal, supportcdc.com 
and we get a percentage 
of the purchase price. This 
doesn’t cost you a thing! 
And you were going to 
buy that item anyways!


